Esperanza Rising: Think and Respond Questions

Ch 1 & 2 ~ 1924 & Las Uvas
1) How would you describe Esperanza’s relationship with Papa (Sixto)?

2) What premonition did Esperanza have, where did it occur?  Did her premonition come true?  Give details to support your answers.

Ch 3 ~ Las Papayas
3) What proposal does Tio Luis make to Romona (Mama)?  What is Esperanza’s opinion of her uncle and the proposal?

4) Why do you think Esperanza’s and Miguel’s relationship is important to the story? Hint: Think about how long they have known each other, and the “sides or the river”.

Ch 4 ~ Los Higos
5) What difficult decision did Mama make to help her family?  How will Tio Luis react when he finds out what has occurred?

6) Now that Miquel is no longer the servant and Esperanza is no longer wealthy, how do you think their relationship will change?  Who will it be harder for?

Ch 5 ~ Las Guayabas

7) How did Esperanza and her family travel to Zacatecas?  Why did Esperanza begin to panic, and how was she calmed down?  Why do you think it worked?

8) Why is Esperanza’s attitude about having to work and accepting the “peasant” life making her transition difficult?  How can she learn from Mama?

Ch 6 ~ Los Melones
9) Who arrives in L.A. to pick up Esperanza, Mama, Hortensia, Alfonso, and Miquel?  Why are these people important to Mama’s and Esperanza’s “new life”?

10) Do you think Marta is justified in her opinion of Esperanza?  Explain why or why not.
Ch 7 ~ Las Cebollas
11) What is Esperanza’s original opinion of the work camp?  Why do you think Esperanza told Isabel living there was “temporary”?

12) Why was Isabel a better worker at age 8 than Esperanza at age 13?  What happened when Esperanza tried to complete her one chhore?  How did that make her feel?  Who helped her learn?

Ch 8 ~ Las Almendras
13) What surprise have Alfonso and Miguel brought from Aguascaliente for Esperanza and Mama?  Why do you think this is an important gesture?

Ch 9 ~ Las Ciruelas
14) Esperanza had a really bad day when Isabel left for school.  Describe what happened.  Describe a bad day that you have experienced. 

15) What happens to Esperanza’s mother after the dust storm?  How does this affect Esperanza personally, and how does it affect their future plans?

Ch 10 ~ Las Papas
16) While nursing her mother back to health, Esperanza begins to crochet the blanket Abuelita started the night Papa died.  Esperanza uses the zig-zag stitch with mountains and valleys.  What does the blanket symbolize in Esperanza’s life?

17) “Isabel had nothing, but she also had everything.  Esperanza wanted what she had.”  What do you think this quote means?

Ch 11 ~ Los Aguacates
18) With Mama sick in the hospital, Abuelita still in Mexico, and the strikers making threats against the workers, do you think Mama’s decision to leave Mexico after Papa died was a good one?  Explain.

19) Describe the striker’s camp in your own words.  Why do you think Esperanza was hypnotized by this terrible sight?

Ch 12 ~ Los Esparragos
20) How does the author create suspense in the story around the issue of the strike?  Describe what happens between the people who are continuing to work and strikers.  How is the suspense resolved?

21) What does Esperanza do for Marta when the strike gets broken up?  Do you think this will change their relationship?  Explain why or why not.

Ch 13 ~ Los Duraznos
22) Esperanza and Miguel have a serious discussion in this chapter.  Why is Esperanza so upset?  What does Miguel say to her?

23) When Isabel isn’t chosen as “The Queen of May” Esperanza gives her Papa’s doll.  What does this gesture tell you about how Esperanza has changed?  Explain your reasoning. 

Ch 14 ~ Las Uvas
24) Why did Miguel take the money Esperanza had been saving? What was Esperanza’s reaction when she saw what he had done with the money?    Do you think he should have done this?  

25) Why do you think Esperanza was able to hear the Earth’s heartbeat at the end of the story?  What do you think this means?

